RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
obtained small particles which, though they did not look like diamonds, did not behave like pieces of graphite, the other form of carbon. The experiments went on for about two years and were very costly. Threlfall, after he had made up his mind what he had got by his method, happened to meet Parsons and said, " Parsons, I don't mind telling you that my diamonds are graphite ". " So are mine ", said Parsons. I believe the general opinion is that Moissan's must have been so too.
In addition to my work at the B.LR. I was, for the greater part of the war, Chairman of a Government Committee to report on the position of natural science in the educational system of Great Britain.    This was very interesting though it involved attendance at a great many meetings.    We examined a large number of witnesses and produced a report which was signed by all the members of the Committee.    In the report it stated " that it could now be claimed that some science is taught in all schools and a great deal in a great many.    This is a great advance and has practically all been made in the last fifty years.   It cannot, however, be said that even now science occupies in our system of education a place commensurate with its influence on human thought and on the progress of civilisation."   We pointed out in our report that the examination for entrance scholarships to our great public schools tends to entice boys to classics whose strength may lie in other subjects.   In the examination for these scholarships much greater weight is given to classics than to any other subject, and a boy must have spent most of his time on classics if he is to have a chance for a scholarship.   Thus when he goes to school he is much further advanced in classics than in anything else, and naturally takes it as his main subject.   That this is the case is proved by the fact 224